
Postcard 

Navigators once used colors to name the cardinal points – 

the salt concentration determined the clarity of the water. 

Over millions of years, variations appeared – 

floating plants found nowhere else. 

You could see them even from the surface. 

•  

Some navigators today still sail close to shore, 

without navigation instruments. 

They retrace the old routes, 

afraid they might fall off the edge of a flat earth. 

Perhaps they’ll see the Lyrids far out at sea. 

They’ll draw a line on a nautical chart 
to mark how far they’ve traveled. 
After nightfall, they’ll steer by the North Star. 

In the same place, after a while, 

something else will be seen 

through the cabin portholes. 

•  

On a LEGO board, 

a child builds an octagonal prism. 

He raises it with a frame and a roof. 

Beside it, a small ship imitates a naval frigate. 

From the open sea, the lighthouse beam 

shines its light on us. 
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