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2014 Ticket to Ride World Championship marred  
by irregularities in final match. 

Kenneth Heilfron from the USA named the official winner. 
  
Los Altos, CA; Paris, France – November 4th, 2014. Representing the USA, Kenneth 
Heilfron is officially declared the 2014 Ticket to Ride World Champion as the 
previously announced champion, Erwin Pauelsen has resigned his title. 
 
After more that 25,000 contestants played around the world, Days of Wonder 
gathered the 28 National Champions in Issy-les-Moulineaux near Paris, France for 
the final stage of the Ticket to Ride World Championship tournament. After 3 
qualifying rounds, the top 8 then played a succession of head to head games for 
quarter, semi and then championship games. Erwin Pauelsen appeared to have won 
the final match and was awarded the Golden Train Trophy. 
 
However, quickly after the event ended, contestants and Ticket to Ride fans from 
around the world (who were able to follow the tournament live on the internet) 
voiced concerns about possible irregularities during the final game. 
 
Days of Wonder closely examined the final matches and unfortunately found 
evidence of cheating during the 2nd game of the final. Mr Pauelsen has admitted to 
his dishonesty and agreed to hand back his title and trophy. 
 
In accordance with the Official Rules of the 2014 Ticket to Ride Championship, the 
final ranking is now as follows: 
 
2014 Ticket to Ride Champion: Kenneth Heilfron (USA) 

- 2nd Place: Michel Hautecoeur (Belgium) 
- 3rd Place: Piotr Hrachun (Russia) 
 

While it is unfortunate that the Championship was marred by cheating, Kenneth is a 
true champion and Days of Wonder congratulates him on winning the title. 
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The board game world, specifically the Ticket to Ride community, has always been 
one filled with friendly and fair competitors. It saddens us that this dishonest 
behavior occurred, especially given all the time and energy put into the 
Championship – not only by the company, but by the hundreds of volunteers who 
helped run Ticket to Ride events worldwide. Days of Wonder is thankful to those 
who have helped to uncover and resolve this situation in the most honorable way 
possible. 
 
About Days of Wonder  
Days of Wonder develops and publishes games that Play different.™ From its 
insistence on releasing only a very limited number of new games to its 
uncompromising board game production values and unique in-house digital 
development team, Days of Wonder consistently raises the bar with an unmatched 
string of hits that includes Ticket to Ride®, the world's best-selling train game; Small 
World®, the legendary fantasy game of epic conquests; and Memoir '44™, the World 
War II saga with 20 expansions to its credit. Days of Wonder board games are 
distributed in 40 countries, with digital versions available on the iOS App Store and 
Google Play, as well as on Steam and on Days of Wonder's web site: 
www.daysofwonder.com.  
 
Days of Wonder, Ticket to Ride, Small World, Memoir '44 are all trademarks or registered trademarks of 
Days of Wonder, Inc. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


