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Noverrber &

_ Breparations conlinue gor the Lyer expedition.
 They have been going smoolhly overalll but our girst
'; _ peal incident occurved f@/@n Lt couldd 6&5’5@ have

_ been serious, had things happened diggerently. e
i O of lhe hoisting lines came (oose, causing a ke s )
erate of dog steds to tumble onto the deck. 1f the T ﬁ:

crate had not swung slghtly o the vight begore it
Wropped, it would have crushed Seaman Pelacquis
lo death. s it was, i sEW shattered his gt teo.

_ Thank goothess gor Lor. Semil Elhassan. e had | / éi
_ the situation in Aand abmost begore if had happened.
e burned brofen stats into splints and set

Loelacquis’ (tg, calm in the gace of such agonized

sereams. By the bime the ambulance arvived, 7
 doubt Elhassan (gt the hogpital with much to dbo.
L have Gtte doubt that he saved Loelacquis’ tea by
 acling so gast.
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recruited him precisely because of the abilily he
showed today.

odlays accident puts me in mind of how I girst
—encountered Lor. Elhassan and makes me grate-
i _ gulgor his presence. L had only just purchased the
|  Eturora in éttevandvia. 7 had come to Cadro, cast-
ing my net wider than a port cily in my search gor
i ‘ the #ind of crew Lwanted to sail with. U hat a
diggerence bhis brip was compared to the one we are

preparing gor now! L Aaunted the tougher watering
holzs, looking gor gigures hat almost gt in, but not
quite. L am particular. L wanted to vecruit people

! who coultl handle themselies when broubite came

] calling, but who did not set out to be the cause of
_the lrouble in the girst lace.

-

L gorget the name of the bar where L girst sam Ly
Elhassan. Lremember its low ceiling, dim Gaht-
ing, and its anQg'/lJA@I”& so choked with synofe hat
every brealh gelt lige dare. L remember; too, that its
} ' prices madle if prokibitive to the bruly destituts, and
i allracted the adventurous membiers of the more
 afpluent classes.. whether they be on their way up




 ordown the social laddler. L om not sure hat even e /
_ Clhassan fnew which category he bhelonged to at '(

el moment. I om smiling now because the story

 of how L came to enfer the bar should be saved gor

11 another time, despite its similar adventuresome spirit.

e did not start the giaht Ghat brofe out in the - ' |

__corner gurthest grom the door. L dont know what N |

 provofed if. Two men went af cach olher with ¢ists. g
Then one pulled o fnige. The other opponent stashed
wig adversary across the (g,

There was a (of of blood, sudden and spurting. e |
 The girst man went down. The second hesitated, as | T | é
_if surprised by the damage he had done. Begore - |

he coultl decide to press Ais advantage and ginish |
the job, Lor. Elhassan rushed in. e At the

#nige-wieliler hard enough bo fnock him senselss.
e Ricked the fnige away, grabbed the mans bel,

and then used it to create a bourniquet around the

wounded mans g.
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“gterward, 7 approached Elhassan. fgter a
short discussion, L opgered him the position of
i gﬁgﬁlg doctor

e loofed pleased, but then reluclant, as if he were

i _about to turn me down.

\ UMt ic i7" T asked,

“Uou shoultd know that I am not a credentialed
6/@0&‘@1”5”

T'om not Airing you gor the pavehment paper your

@’ NaIme mEiAL or might not be on. Lo AEring you
| gor your sfill. Somelhing Ljust saw on display in
agtlounding quantities.”

He appeared started but pleased. Later e

congided that no one Aad appreciated Ais worth that

way begore. L understood all too well! I have had a
lgelime of being underestimated too.
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_ Loatling almost complete. No gurther incidents
Witk equipment.

 Ebnother incident on deck, though, a result of
 yesterdays mishap. UWhat was 7 saping about
 Violence providing clarity? That its alchemy shows
e my palh? L do not need any veminders of

Naouyen Lys value as bosun, but if gor some reason
L did, L received one boday. R

 Engincer Leicer and Seaman Mason came to L
 plows. Leiser is good griends with Loelacquss, and
_ she blames Mason gor yesterdays accident. She
_maintaing Mason did not gasten the line properly.

She may be right, though Mason adamantly main-
laing his innocence in the matter. Leiser doeg not

- pelieve Aim.

| They came bo blows, but they did not brade L.
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Aappen with a sigh of resignalion, but L could not

— getthere inime fo slop . Bosun Lj’ i, lhough.

1§ he does not actually have a sikth sense that telle.
ki bo he wherevey Groubtl? is aboul to break oul

_ lhen he gives a convincing simulation of that ability.

- HHe stepped bebween Leiser and Magon, solid as a
| walll stzrm as Chunder.

L had made it out of the bridae by then. I did not
Aear wAat, if anylhing, he said to them. Ly treats
words as if they are Gmited resources, which
gives added weight o what he docs say. Leiser

I and Magson retreated, Thciy velations will never

] be cordial butl I do not believe they will seek
 vengeance against cach other again. The malter

QAL slew, but o my eyes, disagreements have

-

been put to rest. Bogum Ly met eyes with me
and gave me a shrug, as if he had done nothing of

CONSELUNCE.

: ' L girst met Naupen Ly when he presented
hirmsell as candidate gor bosun in Ftteiandiia.
 Unbige the other confenders, he provided no




 papers and gave no account of his history or Ais

_ personality. UWhat I saw what undoubtedly whiat
T ) A

. _1,{%ﬂ%y@¢ aﬁy,’%& caid “ Bosun.”

_ Thatwas alll HHe stood begore the table we had
_gel up on the goredeck gor the infewviews and

_ waited,

DLr. Ebthassan sal with me. We both asked Ly a
pew questions, and veceived only shrugs in response.
Ftire me or don'’t” he said. “Uou can gind me atthe
Crreen ftsp. Then he terminated the inferview on

_ Aig own by walking away.

Ue stared, nonplussed, then burned to cach obher.
Ly had been bhe last candidate of the day. Surely,
one woultl want to make an impression!

Uhat do you think?” L asked,
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“But you're thinking Lhat the same might have heen
said about other candidates gor shibs doctor”

= ’,’ygg’,"

i L T am [

\ QCJ?/; §€/f/bo§§€§§&'@n hadl not come across as arve-
i | gance. FHis demeanor Aad been of a man who fnew
wis abilities. Clearly, he gelt no need to make a case
gor himsely.

The Careen ftsp was a port tavern thaf catered

@’ to goreign crews. Clhassan and L went there gor
| the next gour nights. Uhile we saw Ly across

_ the crowded room, nothing of note happened, nor
any gollowing inferaction between us. Nor did

-

anypthing occur the gollowing night, or the night
agter thatl. On the gourth calim night, Ehassan
srowned and said o me, “Locs it seern normal to
you Chal we havent seen a single gight in a place

1 ' such as this?”

_ “Uoure right. These are very well-behaved sailors”



_ Wewatehed Ly closely whenever he stood up grom
his table. Ue realized that what we had assumed
_ was him gelehing another dvink or stopping to

_cheak with an acquaintance had a diggerent more
- Vigorous purpose. o it ’
_ HHee managing bhe crowd,” Elhassan said, . ‘ |
_impressed. ; , , ool

t word heve, a restraining Aand there, an Imposing

presence af the vight moment, all sepving o calom-
ing essences over waters on the verge of troubted oy

boiling. This one man fept an entive crowded bar | e
S aerowpliog. .- [

L #new then bhat we had our bosun.

Every voyage since then has congirmed me in my
_ choices.
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This voyage geels Gife i may be diggerent han
—_any other weve embarged on. Z am gortunate in
oL oy oggicers. L fnow in Yy bones that L will need
|  overything they can give me and this ship in bhe days
| ahead. fls we prepare gor the colt southern reach-
¢5 of this alobe, I gind mysely worvied gor what
I | may come. llet, L remmain steady hat 7 have such

strong Aandls o make fA@l’@%}%@ with mme.




